9-io April
walked to the west door in procession, as he hud conic, and out
into full sunshine.
Friday 10                            THE LOCARNO POWERS AT GENEVA
After their meeting at Geneva the Locarno Poxvers (other
than Germany) issued an official statement. They agree to test
all opportunities of conciliation, and the British representatives
will communicate with the German Government in order to
elucidate certain points of the German proposals. It is noted
that Germany has not made her indispensable contribution to
the restoration of coniiclence. France reserves all her rights
against material changes in the Rhinehmd zone. The French
plan and the German proposals will be presented to the League
Council. The Commit tee of Thirteen has adjourned till i(> April,
when its Chairman will report again on his efforts to bring Italy
into negotiation with Abyssinia. Mr. ICden declares that, unless
hostilities cease very soon, the Committee ot* Eighteen (for
sanctions) will have to be convened.
The Committee of Thirteen discussed the question of
poison gas. The committee of jurists had discovered that
existing conventions were all based on an assumption of
human decency, and did not provide for non-observance. They
had also reached the conclusion that the Council of the League
was competent to deal with violations, and could delegate its
power to such of its organs as it thought lit. They \vere then
asked to make clear what organ of the League was competent in
the matter of information as to the application of conventions on
the conduct of warfare in the present case. Here the discussion
became involved in such a maze of legal phraseology that
Mr. Eden intervened to propose that an appeal should be
addressed to both parties that they should not employ poison
gas. The committee finally agreed to this proposal, and the
appeal was drawn up. The Abyssinian representative expressed
his surprise that the victim of unjustified aggression should be
placed on the same footing as the aggressor. The Italian
Government have forwarded a deposition to the Secretary-
General alleging the torture of Italian prisoners.
THE LEAGUE AND ETHIOPIA
Strong efforts have been made during the last forty-eight
hours to bring about an armistice in Abyssinia, with subse-
quent negotiations for the settlement of the conflict. Baron
Aloisi, however, made it clear from the first that he had come
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